
 

E-mail address: srpeat@planet.com.pe      September 2001 
Phone number (from UK): 00 51 54 252687 (5 hours behind GMT). 
 

Hi Folks! 
 

As you read this we will be in the UK for three weeks for Rachel’s brother Tim’s wedding! We arrived on 
6th and will be leaving on 27th. We give thanks for this opportunity and are looking forward to spending 
time with family and friends as well as getting some important things done. We will also be sharing on 
Saturday September 15th in Sheffield and on Wednesday September 19th in Leeds, so please come along to 
one of these meetings if you can (see enclosed sheet for details). In spite of and perhaps because of the 
recent earthquake, we have seen many blessings recently. The Lord is truly at work here in Arequipa and 
we give him all the glory. 
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On June 23rd at 3.33 p.m. 
southern Peru was shaken by 
a major earthquake lasting 
over two minutes and 
measuring 8.1 on the Richter 
scale at the epicentre. Here 
in Arequipa it was 6.9 and caused extensive 
damage. Thankfully we were together as a family. 
Our house suffered some minor cracks and a 

number of broken windows. 
 

Steve was asked to coordinate SIM’s response, so 
suddenly found himself busier than ever. This also 
involves extra work for Rachel in her capacity as 
bookkeeper. However, the opportunities for 
ministry far outweigh the extra pressure we have 
been under. So much has happened that we hope to 

have a CD out soon with many 
photos and details of the earthquake 
on, so if you are interested, e-mail us 
for details. 
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As a mission we are helping rebuild 
damaged classrooms at the primary 

school in the village of San Luis next to where the 
mission camp site is; building seventeen one-room 
dwellings in the village of Chiguata where the IEP 
(Peruvian Evangelical Church) Bible Institute is 
located and helping with repairs to the central IEP 
church in Arequipa. We are also providing one 
good meal a day for around 1000 people in and 
around Camaná, the city affected by the tsunami. 
The main problem here is shortage of work due to 
destruction of around 40% of the agricultural land. 
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The contact with the 
village of San Luis 
has had a very 
positive effect. In the 
Camaná area the 
churches are taking 
good advantage of the 
opportunities to reach 
out with the Gospel 

Arequipa’s Cathedral 

Tsunami damage 



showing the love of Christ in action. Steve has 
been visiting them every week which involves a 
one way journey of over two hours, nearly four if 
he visits the group in Pescadores. A training camp 
is being planned for the summer to train 
representatives from each group to run a children’s 
club starting in April. On his last visit Steve ran 3 
children’s clubs in one afternoon and evening. At 
the central church in Camaná there were 200 
children and about 150 adults! 
 

Although some people have become even more 
entrenched in their Catholicism, generally we have 
noticed an increased openness to the gospel since 
the earthquake. 
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God has richly 
blessed the work we 
are involved with 
alongside our 
partners from TEAM. 
In June we began 
Sunday meetings in a 

rented house just 2 minutes walk from our home. 
The Friday children’s club moved there at the same 
time. Although we lost a few children in the move, 
attendance has steadily increased to nearly 50. 
Several of the children also attend Sunday school. 
Rachel teaches the older group, Steve has the 
intermediate group and Sue Querfeld the preschool 
class. 20-30 children come each week. Several 
adults have trusted the Lord over recent months 
and the first Sunday we are back in Peru will see a 
number of them being baptised. It is encouraging 
to see how these new believers are growing in their 
faith and reaching out to others. The church is 
called “El Camino” (The Way). 
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Due to the earthquake situation Steve has been 
unable to launch the Children’s Ministry e-mail 
discussion group for SIM. Pray that this will 
become a reality on our return from the UK 
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38 signed up in May for the six month Children’s 
Ministry class Steve teaches on Thursday evenings. 
Attendance averages 26. Pray that everyone will 
come back to continue on our return in October. 
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We praise God for his ongoing faithful provision 
for all our personal needs. The earthquake has 

hampered progress with getting the 8 Children’s 
Ministry books ready for printing in Colombia. 
Pray that as things settle down we might be able to 
push ahead with getting these much needed and 
eagerly awaited materials out. Pray also for funds 
to complete this and other projects as well as for 
our general ministry account. 
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Amy is looking forward to her time with 
grandparents! You could pray that she won’t find 
catching up at school when she gets back too 
difficult. Gareth recently took a tumble after 

church on Sunday 
morning and had to 
have three stitches put 
in his chin! He was 
very good and hardly 
cried. When we took 
the sterile towel off his 
face he’d fallen asleep!! 

Amy was more upset than he was by it all. 
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We are excited to be here and see God at work in 
spite of the difficulties and increased pressures. 
Thank you for your faithfulness and commitment 
to the Lord’s work through us here in Peru. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
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The establishment of “El Camino” church. 
 

New believers growing in their faith. 
 

Health and strength and grace to continue under 
difficult circumstances. 
 

Opportunities for ministry resulting from the 
earthquake 
 

Being able to visit the UK as a family for Tim and 
Sarah’s wedding 
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A useful time visiting family and friends during our 
time in the UK. 
 

For the publication of the 8 Children’s Ministry books. 
 

Ongoing good physical health and time with the Lord 
in a very busy schedule. 
 
 

If you do not already receive our prayer letter regularly and would 
like to, please send your name, address and e-mail address if 
possible to Dr. & Mrs. C Peat. Our mailing list is stored on a 
computer database for sending out this prayer letter. 


